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An Humble ADDRESS to the Worthy MA- 
 GBTRATES of the City of Norwich. 
Ge NTLEME N. 
| 7* HE New Law for regulating the price and 
weight of Bread havi ng orc aſi oned ſome diſputes 
| about the allowances which the Bakers are rea- 
ſonadly entituled to, and the determination of 
this diſpute materially afetting every poor 
Houſekeeper i in Norwich i in the moft efential Ar- 
ticle of 60 e ence; you will pardon this Aaddreſs 
in their favour, and with candor judge between : 


them and their Antagoniſts the Bakers. 


42 8 


In this Paper it is attempted to be ſhown, that 


the Bakers claim to their old allowance of 65, 


' a Combyor Baking, is unjuft to all, and to the 
Poor opprefſrove,--- How far Fats and Reaſons 


Support that attempt you are Gentlemen to 


deter mi ne. 


I the Bakers can refute thoſe fats and rea- 


ſons it is incumbent on them to do Its If th ey 


cannot. hey muf not be furprized, that in a 


ſulject 7 with Concern it is written) little un- 


derſtood endeavours ſboulil be uſed to explain it, 


and by that means the ef ablifement of a new 


Law be prevented from unreaſonably becoming | 


the ef abliſbment of a new oppreſſion ; our con. 
| flitution diſclaims all oppreſſions, but unfair at. 
tempts, to acquire wealth by plundering the Poor 


muſt at all times, and particularly at this time 


be conſis der'd as an eppreſſ on and will i in an Er. 


gliſmat 8 Ears, and to an Engliſhman s under- 


fandi ng 


flanding, feelinzly convey both the Idea ard the 
Word. You Gentlemen are diſpenſers of Juſt ice, 
an Nur protection it is the poor ſupplirate as 
their political Guardians againfi the Baters op. 
Preſſroe attemprs. 8 
The ful jet is briefls conſſlerd in every light 
that occurred to the writer, Reperitions may diſ- 
gulli a delicate Underffanding ;, tut the ſame bird 
of ; reajontng dot / nit operate equally on every. 
| Mind, and thy the writer apprehends. that the 
injuſtice « if the Bakers claim will be found on 
Examination moff Aogranth apparent, He not- 
with} andin Was very unwilling that the oßſcu- 
rity of the Sabjet, or the artifices of the Ba- 
ters Spo 72 far PO" on any Man, as to in- 
duce a belief that cheating tne Poor of the © 
worth of one eighth of the Bread they eat, could 
be ul ified by Act of Parli ament. 


Sentlemen, Jour moſt obedient, 
and meft humble Servant, 


A CITIZEN. 
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CONSIDERATIONS, 
Relative to ” 
The Bakers Allowance 
F or Baking, under the New Law for regula- 
"0g the, Price of B READ. 


© if N DE R the Old Law, if Wheat fold i in the 
Market at a 0 rate for 18s. E Comb, 
tle Allowance to the Bakers was 6s. a Comb hos their 
charges, labour, pains, liel y hood and Proſit, which 
| allowance being added to the Mark ret price of Wheat 
made 245. a Comb, or 6s. a Buſhel, and the weight 
of a penny wheaten Loaf by the old 1 Tables, reckon- © | 


ing Wheat at . the Buſhel, was 11 o and 9 dr. 


| Averdupoize ; and this quantity the Conſumer had a 


right to 9 exped ſor a penny. 


2. Under 


5 | 


3. Under the New Lax, if Wheat i is ſold i ia the Mare 


_ 3. But this weight of 10 oz. and 2 dr. under the New 
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ket at a mean rate for 47% a Comb, and the ſame al- 
lowance of f 65, a Combi 13 made for baking, which the 
Bakers now inſiſt upon ; the weight of a penny pf uten 
Loaf by the new Tables reckoning Wheat at 6s. the 
Buſhel, i is only 10 oz. and 2 dr. Averdupoize, and no. "6 


more is the Baker obliged to ſell for a penny. 


Law i iS 1 02. and 7 dr. leſs chan the weight vader t * 


old Law. 80 that the Conſumers muſt pay the fame 
price for 10 o:. and 2dr. of Bread under the New Law, : 


which they uſed to pay for 11 02. and 9 dr. under the 


Old Low, altho' the Marker price of Corn be the 


Rand = 


or han 


4+ ; This difference of 1 oz. and 7 dr. is one eighth part 
| ofthe weight of the penny wheaten Loaf under the Old 
Law, and conſequently will be ſo much additional 
profit to the Bakers ; 3 fo that if thoſe Gentlemen carry 


their point, they will make the Conſumers pay 8d. for 
7 pennyworth of Bread. 
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As it clearly appears from the preceding Conſide- 


rations that — the old allowance of bs. per 


Comb, or 15. bd per Buſhel for baking will cavſe 
every conſumer to pay for 1 02. . 7 7 of Bread 
(when Corn ſells in the Market at a mean rate for 188. 
a Comb) which he does not eat. It follows that the 


Magiſtrates, regarding the crying neceſũties of the nu- 


merous Poor more than the exorbitant profit of the 


Bakers, will think it more conducire to public utility 


to reduce che Bakers Allowance, 


The if way be conſider” a; in another light, thus. 


— - The Od Law which obne d the Bakers (when 


Wheat was ſold in the Market at a mean rate for 135, 


2 Comb) to ſell 11 02. and g er. of Bread for a penny, 


5 gave the Magiſtrates the ſame diſcretionary Power to 


fix a reaſonable A os baking, which the Nee 


Law doth : — And this allowance at a medium back 


been 55. 7 7d halſpenny a Comb in Norwich, for 50 


Years paſt, allo for the laſt 16 Years it bath been 


4 conſtantly fixed at 65 a Comb at which latter Sum. it ig 


| always conlidered in the courſe of theſe Papers | 


7. The I 
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This allowance every body knows bas been luffi- 


cient to enable ſome of the Bakers to get Eſtates dad 


all of them comfortable livelyhoods, Sothat if their profit | 


is not now reduced but remains the ſame it hack been in 


the beſt times for 50 Years laſt paſt, they can have no 


juſt reaſon to complain.-. On the other H and, it their 


profit does not remain the ſame it hath been in the 


beſt times for 50 Years paſt, but is now conſiderably 


| augmented then it neceſlarily follows, that the publi ic in 


general and the oor in particular have juſt and great 


reaſon to complain, 7 


5 
ance be continued „the Bakers will not be obliged when 


the Market price of Wheat is 188. a Comb, to ſell un- 


*+ 


1. hath been evidently ſhewn that if the old allow- 


der this new Law more than 10 0z. and 2dr. o 


Wheaten Bread ſor a penny, whereas at the ſanie al- 


lowance under Ws old Law they would be obliged to 


ſel] r 0z. and 1 dr. more, conſequently they will if no 


alteration be nds in their allowance ſave the worth 


of this 102 & 7 dr of Breadi inevery penny, wheaten Loaf 


they tell, moe than they could ſave under the old Laws 


conſequent] 7 


„„ 
10 


conſequently they ought to abate ſo much of their g 


old allowance as is equal to the worth of this _ 


and additional laving, in order to reduce their profit to 
the ſtandard it hath been at, for 50 Years pe |, 
Now this new and additional profit of one Ounce 


and 7 Drams isin a penny wheaten Loaf an eighth 


- Part of its worth, i. e. an eighth part of one penny ; in 


the worth of a larger Loaf in the ſame proportion; and 
in the worth of any given number of Loaves, by neceſ. 


bean conſequence in the ſame proportion; and the abate- 


ment the Bakers ought to make in their allowance 


| tould be 3 to this new & additional profit, i e. the 


abatement ſhould be equal to the eighth part ot the 


worth of this penny Loaf, i. e. the eighth part of 4 


penny, or to the eighth part of the worth of a larger 
Loaf, or to the eight part of the worth of any given 
number of Loaves, and conſequently to the eighth part 


of the worth of ſo many wheaten Loaves as may be made 


of a Combof Wheat, But the worth of ſo many Loaves: as 


may be made of a Comb. of Wheat (when 188. is the 


Market price of Wheat) is 245. for the worth of the - 


Material 


"> Ex 
e 
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Material, that is the Wheat is by the ſuppoſition 18s 
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the worth of the Bakers charge, Pains, labour, profit 
and livelyhood, for making that Comb of Wheat into 
Loaves, is by the allowance and by 50 Years expe, 
rience 6s. which makes together 245. and it hath been 
proved that the eighth part of this worth that is of this 
245. ſhould under the new Law be deduQted from 
| the Bakers old allowance of 6s now the eighth part of 24s 
bs 35. which being deducted from the Bakers old allow 
ance of 6s. there remains 35, therefore 38. and no more 
ovght to be the preſent allowance tothe Bakers for "Oi 
in g under the new Law, when the Market price of Corn 
is 188. in order to keep their profits to the ſame fan- ; 
dard they have been at in the beſt times for 50 Years 
paſt, and if they are allowed more than 35. when 18s, 
the Market Price of Corn, the public ad eſpecially 
the poor, have it is apprehended juſt reaſon to com- 


| plain, 


9 : To recapitulate — I hath been ſeen, „ That 4. 


* Bakers under the Old Law were obliged to ſell 11 0z | 


and 9dr. of wheaten Bread for a penny, when 


— 


„Wheat 
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« Wheat ſold at a mean rate for 188. a Comb in the * 


« Market. 


8 That if the old allowance of 6s. a Comb for baking 


26 continued, Nusa are not obliged by the new Law 


« to ſell no more than 1002. and 2 dr. for a penny. 


* That the new penny Loaf is 1 02 . and 7. dr. or one 
„eighth leſs than the old penny Lo; at the ſame 


« Markat price of Corn. 


7 Conſequently that if no alteration be made in their 


. allowance, the Bakers will get one penny in 8d. or 


« 38. in 245. more than they could have got iſthe old 


% Law had continued in force. 


„ But experience has ſhewn, that for 5o Y ears paſt 


* they have all got comfortable livings by their old 


&« profits, and ſome of them Eſtates. 


1% The Concluſion, therefore ſprings up of itſelf, that 


i a new acceſion of proſit is unneceſſary and unreaſonable, 
5 and if permitted will upon the poor, {who find it 


oc difficult enough to get Bread already) be moſt cruel, 


4 and oppreſſive. 0 10. . 


\ [13] 
10, Enough hath been ſaid to invalidate the Bakers 
| Wo, -> ela to their old allowance, two points remain only ta 
| be ſpoken to che firſt is intended to excite the attention 
| of the Magifirates by ſuewing them the exotbitant Sum 
this claim would bring into the Bakers Pockets, and 
conſequently that the matter in diſpute is not of a 
trifling Nature, and the 2d is to ſpecifie the Allowances 
to the Bakers under the new Law, ſo as to make their 


profit equal to what it hath been under the old Law, 


in the beſt times for 50 Vears paſt, The ſubſe« 


quent paſſages only illuſtrate the truths already laid 


down or point out ſome of the pernicious effects that 
1 would flow from the eſtabliſhment of the Bakers claim. ol 
11. As to the firſt point. The continuing the old FY 
9 
lowance of 6s. a Comb to the Bakers under the new — 


Law, would produce to them at the leaſt an additional 
annual profit of / 2376, 6s. o. halfpenny. The proof is 


eaſy. — There are computed to be 40,000 Souls an 


this City, yeteftimate only 2 25 5.000 who eat a halfpean , 


worth of Bread daily. ---25000 halfpence a Day is 


4. 19010 85. and 4d. 2 Your: the 3th part of which 


i 
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is, . 2376. 6s. o. halfpenny, and i: the additional 
annual Profit which continuing the old Allowance un- 
der the New Law would upon this low computation 


produce to the Norwich Bakers. 


12. If the preceding Computation appears too favour- 


able for the Bakers let it be remembered in excufe 
that the intent of this paper js not to inflame the po- 


pulace againſt the Bakers, but only to obtain the Mas 


giſtrates Peaqy interpofition in behalf of the Poor, by ſhew- | 


ing them that this new projected profit is much ſupe- 
nor to the ſeveret Tax upon any of the neceſſaries of 


Life. 


14 As to the ſecond point, Upon an attentive pe- 
rufal of the Tables in the old and new Laws it appears, 


that the allowance to the Bakers under the New Law 


cannot be fixed at any ſtated Sum, for inſtance at 3s. 


or 45. or the like without injuring either the Baker or 
the Conſumer, but that ſuch allowance ought to vary as 


in che five following Caſes, 


Firſt: 
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When Wheat ſells in the Mar- 


L151 
Firſt CAS E, 


When Wheat ſells in the Shs.” the allowance for bas 


ket at a mean rate for 9, 10, 11, king would be 48. 


12, 13, 14, 15, or 16s. a Comb. /Comb or 18. a Zuſhel. 
Second CA SE. 


When Wheat ſells in the Mar- The allowance for ba- 


| ketat a mean rate for 17, 18, king ſhould be 3s. aComb 


10, 20, 21, 22, or 231. 4 Comb. or d. a Buſhel. 


Third CS E. 
When Wheat ſeils in the Mar- / The allowance for ba- 
ket at a mean te for 24, 25, 26, King ſhould be 25. a 
27 265 29, 39, or 31s, a Comb. Comb or Ed a Buchel. 
| 0 CASE. 
The allowance D ba- 


ket at a mean rate for 2, 3334. 


\ king Could 9 18. = 


35, 36, 37, 38, or 395: 4 e FR 3d a TY 


| Finn 
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Fifth CASE. 


When Wheat ſells in the Market n 
' No allowance for ba. 


at a mean rate for 40s, a Comb, 


king. 
or upwards, 

For the difference in weight between the new Tables 
and the old, when Wheat is 40s.-a Comb yields a pro- 
ft tothe Baker under the new Law equal to the old 

allowance of 6s. untill Wheat riſes to 465..a Comb, & 

when Wheat is 46s. a Comb or upwards the difference 
in weight betwern the Tables yields” a profit to the 1 


Baker der the new Law equal to an allowance of 


75. under the old Law. 


24. Tho' all he vention Confiderations for brevity 
fake turn * the Market price of Wheat, at 188. a 
Comb, and inſtances are drawn from the penny Loaf. 
only, yer the ſame reaſoning i is equally applicable to 
any other Market price of Wheat or any other aha of | | 
wheaten or houſchold Bread now fold i in Norwich, ner 


will the concluſions vary in reſfe to the Bakers 


” -allowarces as 5 ſpecified above. 85 16. Hf 


Jin] 
15. If notwithftanding what hath been ſaid, the Bakers 
mould be able to carry their point and obtain the old 
allowance of 6s. for baking under this new Law, there | 
yet remain ſome conſiderations naked that Will ſtars 
tle their warmeſt advocates. For it will not be contro- 
verted that the the poor are to eat. nor that 4 fiſths 
at leaſt of the Conſumers of Bread have only their in- 
duſtry to rely on for a maintenance, conſequently that 
L. 1901 and 10. or 4 fliths of tnis new projected pro- 
fit of 4. 2376. 6s. 0. halfpenny muſt be paid by indu- 
ſtrious conſumers. But if the induſtrious conſumer 
can with difficulty get Bread on account of the languid 
state of Trade upon the ela profi, of the Bakers. Then 
It neceſſarily follows, either that the induſtrious poor = 
muſt, eat one eighth leſs of Bread than they have uſually 
eaten in times paſt; Or that their Wages muſt be 
raiſed i in proportion to ſupply the deficiency. 11 would 
be cab to prove the pernicious influence this would 
a have on any Trade, and more eſpecially on a declini'g 
: Trade. But the writer ſpares himſelf che mortification of 
«< numerating the e diſagreeable conſequences, as he ap- 
ebend ſaflici. nt hath been hinted to Mam every 


R 7855 intelligent 
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a ſſord to bake at an allowance of 38. a Comb under the 
nen, Law when the Market price of wheat is 188. a.comb 
as he could atthe ſame Market priceof Wheat afford to 
| bake at an allowance of 6s a Comb under the old Live 
From whence it is evident that his gains by weipht of | 

Bicad inthe difference in his favour between the neu Ta- 
bles & the old, are equal to his loſs in N by; rheAbridg- 
ment of his allowance. 80 that _ abridgwent is not real 

but nominal, inasmuch a5 he receives the fame price far 

the ſame quantity of Bread and enjoys the ſame profit ur un- 
der the different Laws and different allowances, 

TH If any thing before alledged ſhould be thought wort 
of the M agiltrates attention, it is humbly ſubmitted whe- 
cher it would not be proper for the Gentlemen of the 

: Court of Aldermen to meet on ſome Day when no other : 
| buſineſs comes before them | in order* to conſider fully of 


1. 


"this important affair and ine ſuch reſolutions regard= 


ns. :.. * 


ing the Bakers allowances under the new Law as may 
be a conſtant gaide to the ordinary Courts held « on a Sa 


| turdays s, in ſetting the Alon. 


The Reader is to take notice that baking of white Bread depend- 

ing entirely upon the permiſſion of the Magiftrates and not being 

neceſſary for the ſubſiſtence of the Poor. The allowance to the Ba- 
ker en that head is not at all confider'd in theſe Papers. 
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